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AMENDMENT TO THE CLAIMS 
1. (currently amended) A method comprising: 

identifying a last usable track on a recording media surface, beyond a default maximum 
track, as a function of when an average bias slope of a bias parameter, associated 
with an actuator which posi tions a dat a head over the recording media, exceeds a 
predetermined percentage of an overall average bias slope: a-b i as--er- - pe s- k i en 

defining a standoff band of tracks relative to the last usable track to obtain an achieved 
maximum track on the surface. 



2-7. (canceled) 

8. (currently amended) The method of claim §1, 

fan€ t k>n - a ^ l^h64»ka - pafam&tef -- fuf t h&r - €omp - Bse a and further comprisin g identifying the last usable 
track as a function of when the bias parameter is indicative of an obstruction encountered by the 
actuator. 

9. (original) The method of claim 8, wherein the obstruction is an inner diameter crash stop. 

10. (currently amended) The method of claim 9, ■ wb e m n- i d eH4 fyi- ng "t he - 4 ast-- uaaMe --4 Faek -- as -- a 
tunction of the bias parameter further comprises afi d fu rther comprising identif 3 nng the last usable 
track as a function of when a rate of change of the bias parameter exceeds a threshold rate of 
change of the bias parameter. 

1 1 . (currently amended) The method of claim 41, wherein identifying the last usable tra ek-a-s-a 
fenetien --- ef --t he --- b i a - s -- er --- pes i t - i - on -- paraine t er -- fuf t heF -- e - empF i ses -- -and further comprisin g identifying 
the last usable track as a function of a position error signal (PES) value. 
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12. (original) The method of claim 11, wherein identifying the last usable track as a function of 
the PES value further comprises identifying the last usable track as a function of when the PES 
value exceeds a predetermined percentage of an average PES value. 

13. (original) The method of claim 11, wherein identifying the last usable track as a function of 
the PES value further comprises identifying the last usable track as a function of when a track 
PES exceeds a predetermined percentage of a maximum budgeted PES. 

14. (previously presented) The method of claim 1, wherein defining the standoff band of tracks 
further comprises categorizing 400 tracks outside of the last usable track to obtain the achieved 
maximum track on the surface. 

15. (currently amended) A system comprising: 

a controller configured to control movement of a head/actuator over a surface; and 
processing circuitry coupled to the controller and configured to execute the steps: 

identifying a last usable track on the surface, beyond a default maximum track, as 
a function of a4rias -- er -- pe&i t k»n -- pa i mfaet - e -ivvhen a U a ck position error signal 
(PES) exceeds a predetermined percentage of a maximum budgeted PES : 
and 

defining a standoff band of tracks relative to the last usable track to obtain an 
achieved maximum track on the surface. 



16-17. (canceled) 

18. (currently amended) The system of claim 15, wherein identifying the last usable tra ek-aa-a 
fene - tien -- ef - tlie^ - b i- a - s -- &r - pes i tie i i -- paraHieter - fert - iier -- e - emprises and further comprising identifying the 
last usable track as a function of the-a_bias parameter, indicative of a bias force on the actuator, 
by determining when the bias parameter exceeds a threshold. 
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19. (original) The system of claim 18, wherein the bias parameter is an average bias slope, and 
wherein identif3hng the last usable track as a function of the bias parameter further comprises 
determining when the average bias slope exceeds a predetermined percentage of an overall 
average bias slope. 

20. (currently amended) The system of claim 15, wher©i«---ideftttfyii%4h©4ast--u^raM©-4i-aek---a-s--a 
ftmction of the bias - or - posit i on - parameter further comprises and further comprising identifying the 
last usable track as a function of when a rate of change of tfee-Oias parameter exceeds a 
threshold rate of change of the bias parameter. 

21-23. (canceled) 

24. (new) A method comprising: 

identifying a last usable track on a recording media surface, beyond a default maximum 
track, as a function of a position error signal (PES) value; and 
defining a standoff band of tracks relative to the last usable track to obtain an achieved 
maximum track on the surface. 

25. (new) The method of claim 24, wherein identifying the last usable track as a function of the 
PES value further comprises identifying the last usable track as a function of when the PES value 
exceeds a predetermined percentage of an average PES value. 

26. (new) The method of claim 24, wherein identifying the last usable track as a function of the 
PES value further comprises identifying the last usable track as a function of when a track PES 
exceeds a predetermined percentage of a maximum budgeted PES. 




